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" Called at an early age to the administration of the crown and realm of Scotland, we have toiled with the utmost diligence therein ; but we have become so wearied and disheartened in body and spirit that we no longer feel able to endure the travail and pain of state affairs; wherefore, since God has blessed us with a son, to whom we are desirous to ensure, even while we live, the succession to the crown which is his by right of birth, we, of the motherly affection we bear to our said son, have renounced and demitted, and by these our letters of free good will, renounce and demit, the crown, government, and guiding of the realm of Scotland in favor of our said son, that he may succeed to us as native prince thereof, as much as if we had been removed by disease and not by our own proper act. And that this demission of our royal authority may have the more full and solemn effect, we give, grant and commit full and free and plain power to our trusty cousins, Lord Lindsay of the Byres and William, Lord Euthven, to appear in our name before as many of the nobility, clergy and burgesses as may be assembled at Stirling, and there, in our name and behalf, publicly and in their presence, to renounce the crown, guidance and government of this our kingdom of Scotland.
" Signed of our own pleasure, and in witness of the last expression of our royal will, at our Castle of Loch-leven, this.....day of June, 1567."
The day of the month was not inserted.
After the reading was concluded, there was a moment of silence.
" Did you hear, Madame ? " Eutibven asked at last.
" Yes," Mary made answer, " yes, I heard rebellious phrases which I understood not, and I thought that ray ears, which have been for some time wonted to strange